P rofessors Bill G. Felkey and Brent I. Fox coauthor a popular monthly feature in Hospital Pharmacy that discusses personaldigital-assistant (PDA) technology. This column is called PDA Update. Hospital Pharmacy is pleased to announce an expanded focus for this series, which will now be called Pharmacy Automation and Technology. We again welcome Professors Felkey and Fox as coauthors of this feature, the first article of which is included in this issue.
This series will delve into the potential solutions now available to health care professionals through the use of technologies employed at each step in the medication-use process, which enhance routine medication ordering, dispensing, administration, charge capture, and inventory management processes. Articles will discuss how increased use of automation improves medication safety; optimizes productivity; and boosts communication between pharmacists, nurses, physicians, and other health care staff. Another salient objective of this expanded feature is aiding health care professionals in a realistic justification of capital outlay.
Professor Felkey, an internationally known speaker and author on advanced technology, is a professor with the Department of Pharmacy Care Systems at Auburn University's Harrison School of Pharmacy. He received a master of science in instructional systems technology at Indiana University and has dedicated his career to solving problems of professional practice that are present in pharmacy, medicine, and related health care professions through the use of communication and advanced technology. Professor Felkey has served as a member of the Expert Panel Committee on Information Development and Dissemination for the United States Pharmacopeia, as well as a member of the American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy's (AACP's) Computer Technology in Pharmacy Practice Education Task Force. He is also a consultant for more than 50 companies, has given more than 900 presentations, and has authored more than 300 papers on technologic advances.
Dr. Fox is an assistant professor with the Department of Pharmacy Care Systems at Auburn, where he earned a doctor of pharmacy degree, as well as a doctorate degree in informatics. Dr. Fox has published and presented extensive-ly on the use of information technology as a tool to improve health care delivery. He is active in several national associations, holding leadership positions in the American Society of Health-System Pharmacists and the AACP.
We would appreciate your involvement in this feature; we want to hear of your successes with automation applications with in your facility. You will be reading more about these technologic advances in our new series Pharmacy Automation and Technology. If you know of a topic that may be of interest to our readership and you would like to submit it for consideration for this feature, please feel free to e-mail the topic to me at Dennis.Cada@wolters kluwer.com.
Hospital Pharmacy has been, and continues to be, on the forefront of providing practitionerfocused drug information and tools for hospital pharmacists. Through their expanded automation column, Professor Felkey and Dr. Fox will help you improve and enrich the provision and documentation of patient care within your facility, which will ultimately lead to enhanced safe medication practice.
